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PREFACE. | 


R. Green would have been very far from 
making the Account of the Hardſhips 
and Sufferings which he now complains of, Pub- 


Proceedings of a Sett of Prejudic'd Perſons, who © 
have, at preſent, the governing Influence of the 
New-River Company, been depriv'd of all other 
Means to do himſelf Juſtice. | 


"He i 665 there are ſeveral Gentlemen eveu 
among thoſe who have aſſiſted in the Oppreſſions 


* 


which he complains of, who have entertain 


d Pre- 


liel; if he bad not, by the Partial and Unjuſt . 


Juices againſt him, for Want of having 4 full 0 
and fair Repreſentation of Things made to them, 1 
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' ſome Services, ſufficient to merit a fair Hearing, © 
Fe muſt have been a very ill Servant, if be ha. 


The PRE FACE. 
and by having been impos'd upon with falſe and 
unjuſt Accounts of his Conduct. | 


It is hardly poſſible but 4 Perſon, who has ſoro/d 
the Company ſo many Tears, muſt have done them 


not defſerv'd to have it enquird into, Whether | 
he is now diſmiſsd juſtly, and is really chargeable 
with Misbehaviour that deſerves the Companies 
Reſentment ; or, Whether he is meerly allo at 

by a Party in the Company, for ſome Reaſons which 
are now made publick ; and which when they are, 
will not be ſufficient to ſatisfy thoſe that ſhall give 
themſekves the Trouble of being full) Hogue, 


For this Reaſon it is, that he is oblig'd to give | 
ſome Account of his own Conduct, and of the Ser- 
vices he has done, that thoſe Gentlemen may ſay, | 
F they are able, for which of thoſe Good Services | 
t is they have diſplacd him; ſince he is aſſar d, 
they cannot juſtly charge him with any Thing, 
thro his long Five and "Thirty Tears Service, that 


can deſerve their Diſpleaſure. 


pan) s Servant above Five and Thirty Tears ; He 


* 


And tho" it be an ungrateful Tast, to inſiſt . 
on the Merit of paſs*d. Services, yet he knows he 


Pall be excus'd by thoſe who have been impos d 
upon by falſe and frivolous Pretences, who will be 


well pleas d to ſee, That he is not the Perſon he has 
been repreſented. | 2 


He has had the double Honour of being the C on- 


calls 


* 
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The PREFACE. 


calls it 4 double Honour; Firſt, As he always 


eſteem' d it Honourable to be their Servant; and 
Secondly, That he hopes he may, with Modeſty, 
walne himſelf upon having been ſo well approv d, 


” and bis Services ſo well accepted by the CO 


as to be tontinu d in longer than any one Servant 


ever was before him. 


He would be aſham'd to enter into the Account 
of his Services to the Compam, if he mas uot able 


to ſay, That he had never behav'd Unworthy of 


the Truſt reposd in him; and he leaves it to the 
Event to appear, Whether ſome now in Truſt, 


ought not to be aſbam d to have purſud their pri- 


vate Piques againſt him at the Expence of the Com- 
pany's Intereſt ? 


The like Partiality he alledges they have been 


guilty of, in making Parties and forming Intereſt 


ainſt 4 Gentleman, whoſe ſupertor Concern 1 


| the Company — to above Sixty Thouſan, 


Pounds value, neceſſarily ſuppoſes him to be hear- 
tily embark*d and tyd down to the Intereſt of the 
Company, and who can do nothing to their Pre- 
judice without more ſenſibly wounding himſelf than 
any one elſe. 


Mr. Green thought his Duty to the Company 


b, oblig d him, as he was their Servant, ſeriouſly to 


efpouſe the Intereſt of One, who he found ſo per- 
fectly difpos'd to purſue their Advantage, 


How ſcandalouſly this Gentleman has been uſed ! 
How fraudulently and unjuſtly Votes are kept 
" : | FEY > 25 7 
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| The PREFACE. 
| without Right, to form a Majority and ſupport « 
Faction in the Company 20 1 im? ſupport 


How Mr. Green has been mal- treated, for no ® 
other Crime than for being in the Intereſt of the ©. 
only Perſon capable and likely ta oblige them, and | 
for endeavauring to oppoſe the unjuſt Encroach= | 
ments upon the Company's Rights, and to aſſert Þ 
the true Majority of indiſpatable Votes; this will | 
i appear in the following Memorial, 


THE 


Ephraim Green, &c. 


E begs leave to mention, 
> in a ſummary Way only, 
referring himſelf to the 
Particulars by which he 
is ready to demonſtrate at 
large, That having been in 
| Office ever ſince the Year 

1682, as Clerk and Deputy in the Service of 
F the Company (at which Time the Methods 
| and Management of the Company's Bulineſs 

was very confus'd, and fince which Time 
great Improvements haye been made;) he 


hopes 


WANT ny 


(5) 
hopes he may, without Boaſting, claim, That 
the ſaid Improvement, and the Perfection 
to which the faid Buſineſs has fince been 
ht, has been, in ſome Meaſure, the El. 
feft of his Application and Fidelity in the 
Execution of his Office: As to the Decays © 
which may have happen'd ſince, he leaves them 
to be anſwer'd for. 4 

That the extravagant Demands of Work- 
men, Tradeſmen and Artificers employ'd in 
the Buſineſs; the Intrigues of the One with 
the Other (by which the Company was great- ® 
ly impos'd upon;) and alſo the Deficiency of 
t 2 furniſh'd for the Companys 
Service, as well as the Rates and Value of 
them, have all been reduc'd, and the Frauds 
detected, under his Management, to the great 
Advantage of the Company; and he has the 
Satisfaction of having ſav'd immenſe Sums of 
Money to the Company, in the Series of Five 
and Thirty Years Service. - 

That altho' in fo long Service it might be 
poſſible that a very good Servant might have 
committed ſome Miſtakes, and have fallen 
into ſome Errors, and ſtill have merited to 
be eſteem'd a uſeful and profitable Agent: 
Yet, he has the Advantage of falling Unble- 
miſh*d, entirely acquitted of the pretended 
Charge brought againft him, and apparently 
oppreſs'd by Numbers, and the Voices of 
thoſe who either had no Right to Vote, or 
who, having no clear Knowledge of the FaQs, 


judge of the Matter before they hear it. 


rn His 
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His principal Crime (and which ſome of 
the Perſons have not been aſham'd to own) 
has been, That he has zealouſly appear'd for 

the Intereſt of a Gentleman, who, not only 
by his Capital Stock in the New-Rzver, has a 
= Right of Intereſt to be concern'd in their 
Affairs, ſuperior to any particular Perſon 
among them; but who, by his Capacity to 
propagate the Intereſt of the Company, 
Mr. Green thought he was oblig'd to appear 
for, in meer Faithfulneſs to the Company in 
general. 
le cannot but with Regret obſerve, the 
"> manifeſt Partiality which has all along ap- 
pear d in the Oppoſition made to this Geatle- 
man's Intereſt, and how they have ſhew'd 
2 plainly, that they would ſtick at Nothing to 
keep him out of the Management, that their 
> own Power may not be abated, and their 
Sell. Intereſt and Ignorance be detected. 

For this Purpoſe it is apparent they have, - 
with manifeſt Partiality, diſpoſſeſs'd an inno- 
cent Man of his Employment, after he has 
ſpent the Prime of his Years and Strength in 
their Service, and after they have long reap'd 
the Fruit of his Diligence and Skill 1n their 
3 Buſineſs, without having any Crime or Of- 
* fence proved againſt him, any Embezzle- 
ment, Corruption, Neglect, Omiſſion, or 
Commiſſion, for which they can have the 
leaſt Pretence to be diſguſted or diſoblig'd. 

For this Purpoſe likewiſe, they ſuffer, en- 
courage, and knowingly admit and impoſe 
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( 10) 
upon the Company no leſs than Seven Perſons 
to Vote in the Management of their Affairs, 


who (as he ſhall make it plainly appear) have, 


by the Conſtitution of the Company, and by 


the known Uſage and Cuſtom, Time out of 


Mind, no manner of Right, or Pretence of 
Right, to appear at their Board ; bur, as they 


are unjuſtly brought in, ſo they made uſe of | 
theſe to conſtitute a corrupt Majority, by 


which all theſe Violences are ſupported. 
That the Votes of theſe unconſtituted Mem- 
bers are illegally admitted, to ſupport their 
Intruſion, vzz. to Vote themſelves In, and keep 
other Men Out; whereas, by the Uſage of all 
civil Communities in the World, as well as 
by the Nature of the Thing, they ought to 
withdraw while the Queſtion, concerning their 
Right, is debating, and ought to leave their 
Qualification for Sitting to be determin'd as it 


ought to be, by the Majority of uncontro- © 
verted Votes, who along are the Judges 


of it. 


It is to the illegal Admiſſion of theſe Men, 
and allowing them a Share in the Authority | 


and Direction of the Company's Affairs, that 
all the Injury complain'd of, is owing: It is 


by theſe Men that corrupt and inſolent Offi- 


cers are kept in, even after they have been 


detected of notorious Frauds ; That weak Con- 


tracts are made, and injurious Methods continu- 
ed in the Company's Works, even after they 
have been prov'd to be ſo; That open and 
notorious Partiality and Injuſtice is . 

ſed: 
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Z ſed: And Mr. Green deſires no other Favour, 


than to be admitted eo prove it: Freely alſo 
referring his own Caſe to be Judg'd and Cen- 


* ſur'd, if he ſhall deſerve it, by thoſe who 
have, by an undiſputed Property in the Stock, 
a Right to Judge and Cenſure him: And he 
cannot but complain of Partiality and Inju— 
ſtice, while it is otherwiſe. 


It is to this illegal Admiſſion, That the 


Cabals form'd in the Management againſt 
Mr. Francis Edwards (the Gentleman ſo often 


mention'd) are ſupported; who it is apparent 


they oppoſe, only becauſe they jultiy appre- 
hend his enquiring narrowly into theſe Things, 
and perhaps may expoſe ſome of thoſe who 
have been the Authors of them. 


It is true, That the preſent Managers, or 


ſome of them, by their unguarded Conduct 
(to fay no Worſe of it) ſeem to be taking great 


Care to expoſe themſelves, and ſo to make it 
leſs neceſſary to them to apprehend that 
others ſhould do it; and they cannot take ir 
amiſs that ſome of that Conduct ſhould be 
ſet in a clear Light, as well to undeceive all 
thoſe who are impos'd upon by it, as alſo to 
undeceive themſelves, it any ef them are 
ſo weak as to believe they are got taken No- 
tice of. 

In order then to do this with as much 
Clearneſs as poſſible, it is neceſſary to enter 
a little into the Hiſtory of the New-Rever Com- 
pany, and the late Diviſious which have hap- 
pened among the Proprictors, to. tar only 4s 


2 | has 


(12) 

has occur'd fince the Death of the late Earl 
of Rocheſter, and the Purchaſing his Intereſt 
by the ſaid Francs Edwards, Eſq; their late 
Governour. Spe" + i 

This Gentleman having by this Purchace, 
made his Eſtate in the Company worth above 
60000 .. Sterling, it could not be imagin'd 


that he would not inſpect the Conduct of 4 


the Managers; and be well ſatisfy'd, how a 
Buſineſs was carry'd on, in which he had ſo 


great a Concern : Nor could he ſuppoſe that 


any of them would think ir hard, that he 
began to enquire into Particulars; or, that 
he reſolv'd to make himſelf Maſter of the 
Thing, to ſee how it was manag'd ; what 
the Income; how the Servants behav'd; how 7 
much the daily or yearly Expence; and in 
ſhert, that he did every Thing that a Man, 
reſolv'd to promote the general Good of the 
Company, could be expected to do. 

Nor could Mr. Green in the leaſt apprehend, 
that he ſhould give Offence to any one, who 
was a ſincere Friend to the Company's Inte- 
reſt, if he ſhew'd himſelf very ready to give 
the new Governour, whom he had all the 
Reaton in the World to believe, was the beſt 
Friend the Company had, all the Lights and 
Aſſiſtance he was capable of, in the honeſt 
Deſigu of acquainting himſelf with the Com- 
pany's Affairs, for their general and united 
Advantage; eſpecially conſidering at the fame 
Time, That as Mr. Edwards was their G 
vernour, he had Power to command 5 
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(13). 
service from Mr. Green, and that it was his 
t Duty to do it faithfally. 
D If in thus his Searching into the Buſineſs and 
® Intereſt of the Company, Mr. Edwards ſoon 
found it needleſs to concern himſelf with ſome 
people who call'd themſelves Managers in the 
Affair; not being ſenſible of any Advantage 
they were to the general Intereſt, and rather 
finding Reaſon to complain of their Conduct, 
than to continue them in a Station in which 
he had fuch good Grounds to think them 
= wholly uſeleſs and unſerviceable : I ſay, if he 
laid theſe Gentlemen aſide, and concern'd not 
= himſelf one way or other with them, they 
* ought not to take it amiſs, unleſs they could 
flirſt aſſign ſome one Thing in which it would 
„have been for the Company's Advantage 
to have continu'd them in their uſeleſs Sta- 
tions. 
On the contrary, if he detected innu- 
merable Negligences and Corruptions, in 
* the Servants employ'd by the Managers, 
it was high Time for any Man who had the 
Intereſt of the Company at Heart, and who 
was willing to have his Conduct, in the Sta- 
tion he was then in as Governour, be ſuch, as 
he might juſtify to all the World, to ſet about 
the Purging out ſuch Things as, in their Con- 
- ſequence, tended to the Deſtruction of the 
Company's Intereſt. 
Ins fuch a Work he might reaſonably have 
expected the Aſſiſtance of every Man that 
had no Hand in the Frauds which were to be 
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expos'd, rather than that ſuch Men ſhould 5 


countenance and join in with thoſe who had 
deceiv'd them. 


But it was ſurprizing to find them falling 


in with the ſcandalous Methods of Party- 


making in the Company, and to endeavour to 


ſupport their Intereſt in the Management by 
Number of Voices, rather than by juſt Te- 


ſtimonies of their own Deſervings; and this 


was the more Wonderful, eſpecially when it 
appear'd, That they deſcended, as before, to 
the mean and baſe Methods of impoſing Per- 
{ons on the Company as Voters, whoſe Right 


is manifeſtly deficient, and who being ſur- 
reptitiouſly brought in, would not fail, by an 


unjuſt Majority, to ſupport that Party Who 


brought them in. 
It is by this Method that they have ſet 
themſelves up to oppoſe the ſaid Mr. Edwards 


in all his juſt Meaſures for the Company's 


Advantage, and having (incluſive of their un- 


qualiffd Votes) obtain'd a Majority in the 
Court, they act in that arbitrary and opreſ- 


ſive Manner, and with ſuch Violence and In- 
juitice towards the Company's Servants who 


appear'd in and any way adher'd to the 
ſaid Governour's Intereſt, as is natural to 


and inſeparable from an illegal Autho- 
rity. 


To this End they encourag'd falſe Accuſa- 


tions and Inſinuations of Gutlt againſt ſuch Ser- 
vants, and particularly again Mr. Green, who | 
they caus'd to be charg'd with Negligence and 


Cor- 


ob 
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(15) 
uld F Corruption in the Execution of his Office, and 
ad got him ſuſpended till Proof might be made, 

and notwithſtanding Proof was never made, 
have nevertheleſs Arbitrarily remov'd him by 
a Proceeding not only Partial but evidently 
M.,litious. | 
> That having thus, as perhaps they think, 
e- irretrievably ſecur'd the Management of the 
is Company's Affairs to themſelves (tho? in that 
they may be miſtaken alſo) they continue to car- 
> ry on the Buſineſs in a Manner not unjuſtifi- 
able only, but even intolerable to all but to 
= ſuch as are eaſy in being Cheated. 
And that theſe Things may not be alledg'd 
an without ſufficient and undeniable Evidence of 
10 { Fact, the following Heads of Charge being 
> fully made out, will not fail to fatisfy every 
> impartial Enquirer, 


I. That Inſtances of their Ignorance, as well 
x as Partiality, are ready to be produc'd, in 
their preſent Management of the Com- 
pany's Buſineſs, which they carry on to the 
Company's Loſs and Diſadvantage, and in 
a Manner that tegds to the Deſtruction of 
their Works. 


II. That the Seven Perſons who, as is al- 
-j ledg*d, ought not to Vote and are ſurrep- 
titiouſly impos'd uſ on the Company, have 

really no Right, and that this ſhall appear 

by a true State of that Right, and pf the 
** | an- 


\ 


6) 


tiouſly brought in. 


Manner how they have been fo ſurrepti- | 


III. That the Corruption of the Company's 


ther'd, after they have been plainly prov'd, 


them, and have been ſupported by thoſe 


alledg'd. 


Intereſt in, or Concern for the Intereſt of the 


Company, will think they ought any longer 
to be conceal'd. * 


norance of the Managers, refer d to in 


the Firdt Particular. 


O begin with their Partiality, omitting 
leſſer Examples, it is firſt obſerv'd, 
That at the ſame Time that they ſuſpended 
Mr. Green upon one Gentleman's bare ſug- 
geſting a Crime (referring it to a Proof at a 
General Court) they refus'd to . 

| ls 


Servants has been encourag'd and ſmo- 


the guilty Servants have been ſuffer'd to In- 4 
ſult and Affront thoſe who had detected 


If theſe three Heads are ſufficiently made 
out, it is hop'd, no Body that has the leaſt 


Some Examples of the Partiality and Ig- f 


Managers in ſuch Inſolence, ven when they 
the ſaid Managers have not been able to 
deny that the Company has been Cheat- 7 
ed and Abus'd in the Manner as has been 
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(17) | 
Mr. Wycherley, their Superviſor of the Pipe- 
yard, tho' evident Fraud was Sworn againſt 
him. 
” Nay, in the Caſe of the ſaid Wycherley, a 
certain Member of theſe Managers firſt de- 
clar'd the ſaid Wicherley ought, in Juſtice, to be 
Suſpended ; but, when it came to the Que- 
ion, voted againſt Suſpending him : So that 
cis evident he voted for his Party againſt his 
Judgment, as ſhall be prov'd whenever it is 
deſir'd. | 
At the ſame Time that they turn'd out 
Mr. Green, without any Proof of Miſma- 
nagement, they voted another Man, viz. one 
3 Matthews, to be Clerk in his Room; who had 
Je not only been accus'd of Defrauding the Com- 
pany, but had confeſs'd the Fact. | 
je Ar the ſame Time that they turn'd out 
Mr. Ewen from halt his Walk, becauſe, as 
they alledg'd, it was too big, and that he was 
oblig'd to take his Brother to help him; they 
Z allow'd another to continue in a Walk, and 
his Son to help him, viz. to collect half the 
Walk for him, tho? his whole Walk was no 
bigger than Mr. Emen's. 


i- 


Note alſo, That Mr. Ewen's Father collect 

3 ed his Walk above Forty Tears, and had his 
4. i Son allow'd to aſſiſt him, and this Son has 
ST improv'd the Rent of that Walk ſeveral 
g- j Hungred Pounds per Ann. 
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At the ſame Time that they turn'd out one 


uſe their own Words, viz. That he did not 


in another who was a worſe Scribe. 


be ſo : Some Examples are as follows. 
for the Company's Service, to convey more 


by their Workmen, the Charge of which 


Method they have taken, beſides the extrava- 


Pounds. 


Water from the Ponds at lington to the 
Weſtern Part of the Town: Upon a View 


was eſtimated at 50 J. Mr. Green at the 
ſame Time perceiving the Ignorance of the 
Adviſers, acquainted the Managers therewith, & 
and offer'd to perform it for 5 J. It is impoſ- 
{ible they ſhould aſſign any other Reaſon for 
refuſing an Offer ſo Diſintereſted, and ſo much 
for the Service of the Company, than this, ; 
viz. That they did not Like the Man who 
propos'd it: However, to this Reſentment 
they ſacrific'd the Company's Intereſt, and 
Mr. Green is ready to prove, That by the 


gant Charge, they have, thro* Tgnorance or 


2. Their 


of their Officers for being a bad Scribe; or, to 


write like a Clerk ; at the ſame Time they put * 


As to their Ignorance in the Company's 
Affairs, and particularly in the Mechaniſm 
of their Works, whereby they are daily im- 
pos'd upon by their Servants, and may eaſily * 


1. In duga#t laſt it was thought needful, 


(19) 


to F 2. The Officers ſeeing this Ignorance of 
ot their Maſters, were encourag'd to impoſe. 
ut * groſly upon them; as particularly in the 

* Agrcement with the Paviors to do the Com- 

pany's Work by the Great: This was done 
by the Procurement of One of the Collectors 
and a Pavior, in which the Fraud or Plot was 
& laid as follows, and the Ignorance of the Ma- 
* nagers made Way for the Succeſs: It is to 
be obſerv'd, That Mr. Jon Green, the pre- 
. ceding Clerk, had left the Works in great 
ul, Diſorder, the Pipes wanted driving, and in ma- 
ny Places were periſhd and wanted repair; ſo 
that after the ſaid Mr, John Green's Death, the 
Company was oblig'd to be at an extraordi- 
ch j nary Expence to reſtore their Works, which 

; 


= however was done, and every Thing put in 
good Order again. As this was the Work of 
ſeveral Years and very expenſive, beyond any 
other ordinary Time of the Company's Work, 
ſo common Senſe would have dictated to the 
Managers, (had they had the free Exerciſe of 
it) that the Works being ſo univerſally re- 
pair'd, the Expence of the ſubſequent Years 
would conſequently be not only leſs than that 
Year, but even leſs than the Ordinary yearly 
Expence uſually amounted to; yet did theſe 
wiſe and knowing Gentlemen ſuffer the Pa- 
viors to make the Expence of theſe extraor- 
dinary Years be the Standard of their Agree— 
ment or Contract for the future, viz. 1232“. 
peer Ann. by which, it is evident, they were dupd 
er C 2 our 


(20) 
out of 400 J. per Ann. at leaſt of the Company's 


Mony: And beſides that, which was ſtill worſe, 
the Work was not done neither; for the ſaid 


Paviors, after this, ſuffer d a general Neglect of © 


the Company's Buſineſs to be their juſt Cha- 
rater, and the Works began to be out of 
repair as bad as before. This Fraud was de- 


rected by Mr. Greer, which, he may depend, 


is one of the Crimes which the Managers 
will never forgive him. 


3. Another Fraud of the Paviors, in which 
they impos'd upon the Ignorance of the Ma- 
nagers, was, that of laying Gravel or Ballaſt 
in the proper Places to cover the Pipes, make 
good the Pavements, and keep the Ways in 
repair where it was needſul, for which the 
Company was drawn in to allow 3o /. or at 
leaſt 25 J. per Ann, to each Pavior. Either 
this Sum was beyond all Compariſon more 
than was needful, and then the Mana- 
gers muſt be 3 or, what was need- 
fal was never made uſe of, and then the Pa- 
viors muſt be Knaves; they may een decide 
that Matter between them; for Mr. Green 
is ready to make it appear, That Two of the 


Three Paviors us'd only Twenty nine Load 


of Gravel in the Whole, viz. One Twelve 
Load, the Other Seventeen; and yet our wiſe 
and prudent Managers had no Check upon 
the Paviors, to ſee that the Gravel was made 
uſe of which the Company paid for. 


4. Their 
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4. Their more inferior Officers; likewiſe 
put in for a Share of the Advantages: of ha- 
ving a Sett of weak Men to their Maſters. 
For Example: Child the Turncock, in con- 
federacy with one White a Pavior, complains 
of Non Service; this is a Term us'd in the 
Office to ſignify, that there are more Te- 
nants in ſuch and ſuch a Quarter than the 
Pipes will ſupply ; and the Conſequence was, 
That they muſt have a new MAIN, which, 
* moderately ſpeaking, would coſt the Compa- 
ny about 2000 J. This Fraud Mr. Green de- 
tected, and when Child complain'd that he 
could not make Service, i. e. ſupply the Te- 
nants, Mr. Green provided one that did, which 
when Child found, he was contented to do it 
himſelf afterwards, and cannot deny but 
that he has Water to ſpare; yet this Cheat 
(for he can be no leſs intentionally) is kept in 
his Employment, and the Man that detected 
him turn'd out, for ſaving 2000 /. to the 
Company. 


HFaving ſaid thus much of the Ignorance of 
the Managers, it is meet to ſay ſomething of 


1 that which deſerves a worſe Name: And 


tho' this is a large Field, and great Variety 
of Particulars might be brought upon the 
Stage, yet as this is not deſign'd for a general 
Collection of their Miſtakes, but of ſuch on- 
ly as reſpect the Company's real Intereſt, 
and) as are demonſtrable by W 
J ence 
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dence and Diſcoveries of Fact, Mr. Green re- 
fers this to that particular Point, which re- 
ſpects their husbanding the Company's Mo- 
ney, in which Caſe the following Account 
— pa is a juſt Specimen of their Ho- 
neſty. 


ces on Views, and in the ſe- 28: 12: 041 
veral Audits was but ——— 


Midſummer Audit, 1713. the 4 . 4 


Midſummer Audit, 1714. Ex- 28 
pences on ditto S 7 64:06: 01 


the Fountain in the Strand, 
Nov. 1714. —— 


The General Court Dinner at 
; 50: oo: oo 


In a Word, the Articles brought to Ac- 
count for Dinners, and Money expended en 
Views, &. which is no better or worſe than 
Tavern Reckonings, from Midſummer Audit, 
1713. to Chriſtmas Audit, 1715. is no leſs than 
Four Hundred and Four Pounds, Seventeen 
Shillings and Three Pence, incluſive of the 
Sum above. 

And here, to give a general Specimen lf 
the Integrity of theſe Men, it cannot be for! 
gotten what memorable Anſwers were gives 
in theſe very Caſes, by ſome of the Leading: 
Perſons, as well Maſters as Servants, and 
upon Occaſion the Names of the Perſons ar! 
ready at demand. 

4 rect Firil 
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Fir, When Mr. Edwards complain'd of 
the Extravagancy of theſe Expences ; the 
Anſwer was by Way of Queſtion, Who will 
do the Company's Buſineſs without Victuals and 
Drink ? | 


Secondly, When Mr. Edwards began to ſearch 
into the Corruption of the Management as 
above, ſome of the inferior Officers were pleas'd 
to ſtir up their Brethren with this honeſt Me- 
morandum, viz. We muſt take ſome Coarſe to 
put 4 Stop to this, for if the Governour pretends 
to make himſelf Maſter of the Buſineſs in this 
Manner, What will our Places be worth ? ' 


Let any one judge of the Honeſty of the 
Reſt by theſe Particulars, and how the Com- 
pany has been ſerv'd who have been in ſuch 
Hands. 


Pe Se A S 
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ſuppoſed to be afraid or aſham'd to ſpeak 


cannot call it Right to the Power of Voting, 
is here fully and impartially Stated for all 
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An Enquiry into the State of the Right of 
the Seven Unconſtituted Members, 4s inſiſted 
on in the Second Particular. 


HE Second Head is the Right of Mem- 
c bers to Sit and Vote in the Compa- 
nies Courts, or in any part of the Manage- 
ment of their Affairs, and under this Particular 
Mr. Green undertakes to make it appear, that 
there are no leſs than Seven Members who 
are now Sitting, and who indeed are ſome 
of the Principal Actors in all the Companies 
Affairs, who by the Charter, which is the 
Companies Conſtitution, have no Right, and 
who ought not to Vote and intermeddle in 
any of the Buſineſs: And that he may not be 


this Truth out, for all the World to hear, or | 
too backward to Name the Perſons ; Their 
Names and their ſeveral Pretences, for he 


Impartial Men to judge of. 


Their Names are as follows, 
Samuel Robinſon, Eſq; 
Jeremy Sambrook, Eſq; ; 
Mr. John Green, 1 
Mr. William Talman, FJ 
Mr. John Mathew, 
Mr. John Cartlich, 
Mr. Tho, Shipman. 


Now | 
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Now, before the State of their Right is 
entered into, it ſeems very neceſſary to lay 
down clearly what it is that Qualifies, or 


New River Companies Affairs, and this is ta- 
ken from the Expreſs Words of the Charter 
as follows, | 

In the Letters Patents, granted by King 
James the Firſt, for the making the Gover- 
nour and Company of the New River brought 
from Chadwell and Ammell to London, a Body 
Corporate, there is the following Clauſe di- 


recting who ſhall be Members of the Com- 


pany, VIS, wy : 


« And to the End, the ſaid Company may 
“have perpetual Countenance, and the Per- 
« ſons unto whom any Place or Portions in 
4 the ſaid Moiety of the Benefit ariſing by 
„the ſaid Waterwork, ſhall fall by Purchaſe, 


* © Deſcent, or otherwiſe, may in equal and re- 
© © ſpettive Meaſure for every Place and Share, 
& © according to their ſeveral Places and Shares 


“ in the faid Work, have a ſeveral Price 


„ and Dealing in the ſaid Company and 
Work: We do hereby for Us, our Heirs 
and Succeſſors, Will, Ordain and Appoint, 
that whenſoever, and ſo often as it ſhall 


# happen, any of the ſaid Perſons before- 


of the ſaid Moiety of the ſaid New River, 


Sand of the clear Profits from thence ariſing, 
| D * accord- 


. 
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does not Qualiſie any Perſon to Vote in the 


— 


mentioned to have any Share or Shares ont _ 


cc 
cc 


' 


$i, 
according to the true Meaning of theſe Pre- 


ſents, ſhall depart with all, or ſo much of 
the ſaid Share or Place, as that he ſhall 


not then remain a full 36th Place or Share 
of the faid Moiety of the Benefit or Profit 


of the ſaid Work, then, and fo often, it ſhall } 
and may be lawful to and for the ſaid Go- 
vernour and Company, to remove ſuch 
Perſon from being of the ſaid Company, 
and to elect ſuch Perſon or Perſons, to 


* whom a 36th Share or Place ſhall be tranſ- 


ferred, or ſome other Perſon or Perſons, to 
whom a 36th Place or Share of the Bene- 
fit or Profit of the ſaid Work ſhall apper- 
tain, into the Room or Place of him that 
is, or ſhall be ſo removed. And alſo that | 
upon the Death, or Avoidance of the Place 
of any of the ſaid Company, that then ſuch } 
Heir or Perſon unto whom the Inheritance 
of ſuch Place, Portion or Share ſhall come, 
or ſome other Perſon or Perſons, being law- 
fully intitled to a full 36th Place of the 
Beneſit of the ſaid Work, ſhall be, by the 
ſaid Governour and Company for the time 
being, elected and taken into the ſaid Com- 
pany, and be a Member thereof, in the 
Room of him ſo deceaſed, or whoſe Place 

{hall be Void. * 


It will be no difficult Thing now from this 1 


Clauſe in the Charter to ſee what Right, | 
nay, what a Scandalous Pretence to a Right | 
of Voting, any of theſe Men can have; and 


one 


r 
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one would wonder how Men otherwiſe, per- 
'f © haps modeſt enough, could put on a Portion 
of Affurance equal to ſuch an Uſurpation. 

* To begin with Mr. Robinſon, his Right or 
» Pretence is as follows, viz. That he is Execu- 
tor to the Perſonal Eſtate of one Mr. William 
Berners deceaſed, which Mr. Berners alſo alie- 
h nated his Shares by a Marriage Settlement in 
his Life time: This Right alſo could not come 
into the Hands of an Executor as a Chattel: 
For the Property of the New River is a 
Freehold, *tis made fo by the Charter, *tis an 


O Eſtate in Fee, it holds in common Soccage as 
of the Mannor of Greenwich, is convey'd as 
2 real Eſtate by Leaſe and Releaſe, and has 
it all che Circumſtances of a real Eſtate attend- 


ing it; and yet, if it were otherwiſe, no 
h Executor, as an Executor, can have a Right to 
Vote in the Companies Afﬀairs, becauſe the 


Charter ſays expreſsly, it muſt be in them on- 
„ly to whom the Benefit and Profit of the 
e Share doth appertain as above. 


J Mr. Jeremiah Sambrook, who Sits and Votes 
as a Member, and is a Principal Agent in 
= many of theſe Things, has no Share in the 
New River at all; in his own Property, or in 


J the Terms of the Charter, but Sits there as a 

Guardian to an Infant his Nephew 3; which is 
+ noRight at all, being contrary to the Expreſs 

„Terms of the Charter aforeſaid. 

t. 

t * 

41 D 2 Three 


ü * ——— -D T7 
. | "2 * 
1 . % — 


(286 N 


Three Gentlemen after theſe whoſe Right 
alſo is deficient, being all in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances with one another, are therefore put to- 
gether as follows, viz. | 


Mr. John Green, 
Mr. William Talman, 
Mr. Joh: Mathew. 


Their CASE is thus, 
Mr. John Green, late Clerk to the Compa- 


ny, had Three Adventurers Shares, or 36th | 


Parts in the Company, out of which he grant- 
ed two Annuities, one of 100 J. per Annam 
to his Son William for his Life, and one of 
250 l. per Annum to his Son John for ever. 


The remainder he op apa by Will to his 


Wife and her Aſſigns for ever, 


Note, Al the ſaid Three Shares were equally P 


Charg d with, and ſubject to the ſaid Two 
Anndities of 3 50 l. per Annum. 


The Widow notwithſtanding theſe Annui- | 


ties, and without taking any notice of them, 
Aſſigns her Three Shares ſeverally to theſe 
Three Perſons, viz. to each of them one full 


and entire Share, or 36th Part of the New | 


River, &c. 
Now it is evident, ſhe ha 


- 


being clogg'd with and ſubjected to the Pay- 
ment of 350 J. der Arnum, as above. FAY 


d ao ſuch full and ; 
entire Shares to convey, all the ſaid Shares 


This | 


WM (297), Ot, 
This being ſo, the ſaid three Gentlemen ha- 
ving not ſeverally any Share in the Terms of 
the Charter, vis. the Benefit and Profit of a 
whole Share appertaining to them reſpectively, 
hey cannot have any Right to Vote in the 
ompany's Buſineſs, as above. 
Mr. John Cartlich is the Sixth, he Sits and 
otesas a Member, by Virtue of a Grant to him 
of one whole Share, or Thifty-ſixth Part, under 
rhe Common Seal of the Goldſmiths Company. 
ow this Grant, it is evident, the ſaid Gold- 
— Eiſmiths Company had no Right to make, the 
Share they were poſleſs'd of being not convey*d 
o them as a Company, and therefore could 
not be granted or convey'd by their Com- 
mon Seal; and if it had been theirs as a Com- 
Spany, yet had they no Right to convey it, 
the Gift being only in Truſt to them for cha- 
itable Uſes, viz. to give the Profits thereof 
to the Poor of that Company for ever. How 
the Company could convey it at all, and be 
faithful to the Truſt repos'd in them, remains 
for them to anſwer if they know how. 

The Seventh is Mr. Thomas Shipman, he 
„its and Votes for an Infant, he has no Inte- 
: reſt in the Work, nor is he any ways intitu- 
led to a Share as the Charter directs. 
® Thus it is evident none of theſe Gentlemen 
can be admitted to Sit and Vote in the Com- 
| panpy's Affairs, without a plain Violation of 
the Company's Charter, and deſtroying their 


| 
| 


- 


Conſtitution as a Company. 
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And that theſe Things may not ſeem to be. 
impos'd, or that it ſhould be affirm'd to be 
thus on the ſingle Authority of this Memorial; . 
Mr. Green refers the Reader to the Opinion of, 

Councel taken in the Caſe, on the Occaſion of; 
a Bill in Chancery now depending, and pre- 
fer'd by Mr. Edwards againſt theſe Men for re-. 
moving them by Law, and which Opinions 
are hereto annex'd as follows. . 


« CIR Hagh Middleton by his laſt Will (in. 
ter alias) bequeaths one Thirty-fixth 
« Part or Share of the ſaid River and Water. 
«© work to Richard Rogers, John Terry, Walter 
« Merrell, John Williams, John Hawes, Richard 
« Millard, John Gravett, William Cutts, John 
« Acton and Robert Hook, Citizens and Gold- 
& {miths of London, and their Succeſſors, Aſſiſt. 
c ants of the Company of Goldſmiths, London, 
© forever; upon Truſt, that the Profits of the 
« faid Part and Share ſhould be by them diſpos'd 
« and diſtributed in weekly Portions of 12 d. 
* a Piece to the Poor of the ſaid Company of 
% Goldſmiths, by the Direction of the Wardens 
* and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company for the 
p T5308 being, or the greater Number ol} 
them. 1 
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«© Query 1. Whether the Goldſmiths Com- 

„ pany, by their common Seal, can transfer 

* the ſaid Share to any Perſon to qualify him Wc 

to be a Member to Sit and Vote according s E 
3 . „the 
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© the ſaid Charter or Letters Patents, the 
Share being not given to the Maſter, War- 

dens and Aſſiſtants, but to Ten Feoffees ? 
© or, Whether the ſaid Share is transferable 
© by any of the ſaid Feoffees, or their Heirs, 
* to any Perſon, to qualify him to be a Mem- 

ber to Sit and Vote according to the ſaid 
Charter, they being only Truſtees for a 
* Charity, and having no Intereſt by ſuch 
share ſodeviſed to them. 


I am of Opinion, The Goldſmiths Compa 
have no Intereft in the Share devis'd 
Sir Hugh Middleton's Will, and conſe- 
quently cannot transfer the ſame to any Per- 
ſon to qualify him for a Vote or otherwiſe : 
And as to the Feoffees, I think, they having 
only a Traſt and no Intereſt in ſuch Share, 
they cannot qualify any Perſon to be a Mem- 
ber to Sit and Vote, the ſaid Clauſe expreſly 
providing, that each Member ſhall have a 
fall Thirty- ſiæth Part of the Benefit or Pro- 
fit of the ſaid Work. 


A. B. having three Shares, deviſes the 


ſame by his Will to his Wife and her Heirs, 


F< chargeable with ſeveral Annuities to ſeveral 


„ Perſons, ſome of ſuch Annuities being cre- 
* ated by the ſaid 4. B. by his Will, and 
* others of them being granted by a Deed 
executed in his Life-time ; fo that deduct- 
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« ing ſuch Annuities out of ſuch three Shares, 


d there does not remain in the Wife the Be- 


4 nefit or Profit of three full Shares. 


4 Query 3. If the Wife of the ſaid 4, B. and 
& her Heirs, can transfer to any Perſon or 
6 Perſons ſeverally ſuch three Shares ſo clog'd 
% with Annuities, ſo as to make them capable 
t of being Members of the ſaid Company, ac- 
« cording to the true Intent and Meaning of 
« the Charter; and if the Heirs of the faid 
« A. B. having ſuch three Shares ſo clog'd, 
c ought to be admitted Members of the ſaid 


“Company. 


T think the Perſon or Perſons transferring ſach 
Shares ſo as to qualify three Perſons to be 
Members to Sit and Vote, ought to have the 

full Benefit of ſuch three Shares in their own 
Right, and nat charg d with Annuities, is 
the Manner the Caſe is put. 


24 Junij, 1717. John Brown. 


Beſides the Opinion of Council in this Caſe, 


Mr. Green thinks it is to the Purpoſe in Hand 
to appeal to the Practiſe of the Company in 


former Times, and in like Caſes; and to ſave 
them the Trouble of ſearching Precedents, he 
preſents them with one exactly Parallel 5 the 
Ton 


: 
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Point in Hand, and this is the Caſe of the late 
Duke of Montague, which was as follows. 


« Tn the Year 1692, or thereabouts, the late 
„Earl of Clarendon (then Governour) intro- 
* duc'd the then Earl of Montague to be a 
« Member, having a Share bequeath'd him 
« by - Winwood, deceas'd, who had 
„ charg'd it with an Annuity of 30 J. per Ann. 
to a charitable Uſe: And the Advice of Coun- 
« cel being had, they were of Opinion, That 
(by reaſon of that Clog) he did not receive 
« one full 36th Part to his own Uſe, therefore 
could not be a Member, as the Charter di- 
« rets; upon which the Company refuſed 
© him, and for no other Reaſon. 


Sn WB. OO . 
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„ Theſe Things are fo clear, ſo appoſite to 
the preſent Purpoſe, and ſo convincing, that 
were it not that the Gentlemen who now we call 
Managers, are moſt of them deficient in their 
own Right, it could never be that they could re- 

ſiſt the Force of them: But Mr. Green deſires 
their Leave to ſay, That theſe Gentlemen do not 
only take upon them to manage the Company's 
Affairs, but even to manage the Company 

e. MW itſelf, over-ruling by Clamour and by Num- 

i A ber of Votes, the moſt jult Intentions of the 

impartial Part of the Company ; and not on- 


in 
ie I voting againſt other Mens Judgment, but 
e Neven againſt their own, to carry on their par- 


ge ticular Views, as appear'd in the Caſe men- 
tion'd before, in which one Gentleman in parti- 
; F ticular 
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cular declar'd, it was his Judgment the Super- 
viſor, Mycherley, ought to be ſuſpended, and II 


yet the next Minute voted againſt ſuſpend- 


ing him. 

If it were not thus, and if they had not 
mean and corrupt Views to carry on, they 
could never have acted in many Things as 
they have done. 


The 


he 
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The Corruption of the Company's Servants, and the 
Encouragement they have receivd from the Ma- 
nagers, in order to make good the third Parti- 
cular, may appear in Part, in the following 


Caſes. 


Ir, The Confeſſion and Acknowledge- 
ment of ſome of their Servants, and the 
Detection of others in notorious Frauds, will 
abundanrly confirm that Part which regards 
their Corruption; and Mr. Green reſerves to 
himſelf the Right of givinga farther and more 
particular Account of theſe Things hereafter, 
which he undertakes to do, as Occaſion may re- 
quire, to the full Satisfaction of every unbyaſs'd 
Smpartial Obſerver; the Hiſtory of theſe 
Things being too long to be included in this 


Memorial. 


Secondly, The Encouragement ſuch have re- 
ceiv'd from the Managers will appear in this 
Particular, viz, That ſeveral of theſe Men 
have been continu'd in their Places, and others 
put into Places atter thoſe Corruptions and 
Frauds have been fo confeſs'd and detected, af- 
ter they have been ſworn to and prov'd, and 
Sthe Perſons detected have not been able to 
Fvindicate themſelves. This, as it is a very un- 
#happy Evidence of the Partiality of the ſaid 
Managers, fo it has been alſo the great Reaſon 
of that Inſolence and that open audacious Be- 
haviour of choſe Officers to all thoſe es = 
E 2 that 
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that have appear'd againſt them, and indeed 
to the Company in general. 

Nor has this Inſolence of the Officers been 
ſhewn in their rude Behaviour to the Com- 
pany only, but in their ill Treatment of the 
Tenants alſo, neglect of their Duty, and, in 
Mort, in the general Abuſe of their Power, to 
the great Injury of the Company's Buſineſs ; 
all which Mr. Green, to avoid a tedious Roll 
of theſe Things, refers to a larger Account, 
wherein he is well able to deſcend to Particu- 
lars both of Perſons and Caſes, and which he 
is ready to make publick whenever the Com. 
pany pleaſes to do him the Juſtice of a full 
and fair Hearing. 

It is to this Inclination of the Managers to 
connive at and encourage theſe Officers Who 
are their Creatures, that the moſt ridiculous} 
Proceedings of their well-known Committee 
were owing ; Whoſe Report can ſcarce be ſpo 
ken of, without giving all that hear it, occaf 
ſion to ſay, That nothing of its Kind was 
ever ſeen equal to it, in an evident Confede-! 
racy of the Maſters and Servants, and thej 
weak and naked Contrivances to cover and 
conceal it. 

Here it was, That all the Miſmanagement; 
complain'd of above, were concerted ; Tha? 
Officers were pretended to be heard and ex 
amin'd, that is to fay, their Misbehaviou3 
ſmother'd and conceal'd, and their Inſolencies 
allow'd and encourag'd. 
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Here it was, That ſuch Officers as, ſor pri- 
vate Reaſons, were reſolv'd to be diſplac'd, 
were determin'd Uſeleſs, and their Diſmiſs 
reſolv'd on, without any Hearing before a 
General Court. 10 % 0 

Here it was that other Officers were admit- 
ted and received by the Favour of Recom- 
mendation, not upon juſt Enquiries and Ex- 
amination. | 2 715 

In a Word, Here it was, that the Compa- 
nies Concerns were wholly managed, and 
thereby Men Intereſted in the Stock far be- 
yond them, wholly excluded: It would take 
up more room than the brevity of this Me- 
morial will allow, to expoſe the Methods, 
the Manner, and the Circumſtances of this 
ſubtle Managing the General Court, where- - 
by they brought every Thing this Com- 
mittee agreed to, to be carried in the Gene- 
ral Court, by the Strength of the Majority 
ſo often mentioned, even without Exami- 
nation or Hearing of Parties. 


CONCLUSION. 


O Sum up the Caſe in as few Words 
as may be, Mr. Green Hopes and Be- 
lieves, that thoſe Gentlemen who are willin 
to look into theſe Things, and are N 
to be Impartial in the Judgment they are to 
make, will be convinc'd not only that the 
Company has been abuſed, and that their 
Affairs have been very ill Govern'd ; but * 
| | : that 
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that their Buſineſs is at this very time under 
the Influence of an ignorant and deſtructive 
Adminiſtration; and, which will be a natural 
Conſequence of that Diſcovery, they will alſo 
be convinc'd, that it is highly neceſſary to 
enter immediately into proper Meaſures to 
do themſelves Juſtice, and to put themfelves 
ia a Poſture no more to be impoſed upon, 
either within Doors or without. | 

He is very ſorry, that not only his own 
Caſe, but his Zeal for the Company's Service, 
makes it neceſſary for him to ſpeak Things, 
which may ſeem to reflect upon the Perſonal 
Conduct of ſome Gentlemen, for whom he 
always preſerv'd a very great Eſteem, and to 
whom he always behav'd, and deſires ſtill to 
do ſo, with that Decency and Reſpect that 
became him. | 

If any Thing in this ſhould give Offence; 
if ſome Gentlemen may think themſelves 
Pointed at too plainly, and their Perſons ex- 
poſed in complaining of their preſent Con- 


f 


duct in the Company's Affairs, they can- 


not but ſee alſo that the abſolute Neceſſity 
of this Complaint, as well to defend himſelf 
againſt unjuſt Reflections, and a Charge of 
Crimes which he is wholly Innocent of, to- 
gether with his Appeal to the Impartial part 


of the Company in order to obtain Juſtice, 


has Extorted theſe Things from him. 

He believes however, he has been ſo Cau- 
tious in his Expreſſions, that even thoſe very 
Gentlemen themſelves, tho' they may cs 
bs them- 
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themſelves touch'd, will be oblig'd to 40. 
knowledge wat he Profeſfes to be very true, 
viz, that he has uſed them as tenderly on 
every occaſion, as was poſlible for him to do; 
he has in meer reſpect to them avoided fay- 
ing many Things, which naturally oecurr'd 
to him in the Proſecution of his own'Vindi- 
cation, and which might perhaps have added 
to his Caſe with great Advantage; but which 
he has forborn in meer Reſpect to the Gentle- 
men concern'd; and becauſe he would not 
be ſuppoſed to do any Thing unkind or diſob- 
liging, or indeed any Thing at all, but whae 
his own juſt Defence and a diſintereſted Zeal 
for the Company's Intereſt, made abſolutely 
and unavoidably neceſlary. 

Even to the Inferior People, ſuch as the 
Officers, Paviors, and other Servants of the 
Company, tho? it muſt be confeſs'd, their 
Behaviour has been deteftable, as well to the 
Company, as in the Company's Affairs; full 
of Colluſion and Corruption, as well as In- 
ſult and Want of Manners; yet he has for- 
born their Names, and forborn to give the 
Detail of their ill Practices, any farther than 
the ſame Article of his own Defence, and the 
Company's Service has made neceſſary ; at the 
ſame time, however, declaring as before, that 
I he is ready, whenever the Company pleaſes 
to command it for their Service, to give ſuch 
-a particular of thoſe Frauds, and of the Per- 
y I fons alfo, as ſhall juſtly expoſe thoſe People to 
k WF the Reſentment of their Employers, and con- 
e | | ' vince 
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2 He doubts not, that whenever he ſhall ob- 


tain the Felicity of a full and fair Hearing, he 
ſhall effectually clear his own Conduct from 
all the Challenges and Suggeſtions of his Ene- 
mies; and he entirely depends upon the Ju- 
ſtice of all the Gentlemen concern'd, that 
when they ſhall be convinc'd of his Inno- 
cence, and of his faithful Services to the 
Company, they will lay aſide their haſty Re- 
ſentments, and not think him unworthy of 
being reſtor'd to their Favour and Service. 


EPH. GREEN, 


